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Press release for immediate release

Cartoon-tastic!
Whether you are film fanatic, avid animator or just want to have a go? Book now, for an exceptional half-term week of animated fun in Exeter.
Animated Exeter 2012 takes place across Exeter from February 11th-19th. providing a jam- packed programme, featuring work from celebrated animation luminaries to exciting new talent. Festival goers can watch over 100 animation films, in addition to attending workshops, exhibitions, industry master-classes, career-planning days, and prestigious award ceremonies including a chance to vote for their own favourites in the British Animation Awards.  The festival is celebrating it’s 13th year inspiring young people in the South West to develop their talent, share ideas and get a foot in the door of this expanding industry.

Susannah Shaw, director of Animated Exeter, is enthusiastic about this year’s event.

“I can’t believe it’s Animated Exeter’s 13th year. Although I’ve been involved with the festival since it began in 1999, each year brings such a different flavour and so many challenges, that it always seems like a new job.   For 2012, we are focussing on families who are interested in learning about animation and are offering workshops that will show the complete beginner how they can start animating in their own home. It’s not simply about watching films, but being inspired by them to try something yourself”. 

Cartoon-tastic fun! 

The festival is holding a non-stop week of innovative workshops for all ages. Youngsters can see their story come to life and learn to draw and animate with the Flip Boom All-Star workshop , learning how to record their own soundtrack, animate photos and share their finished cartoons online, or try Toon Boom Studio for older children, creating amazing animated films with cut-outs, rotoscoping and stop-motion.  Families can also take part in a free creative challenge at Spacex gallery, which includes finding a secret location. There are many more to choose from.

Animation buffs will love the master classes too. There’s a rare chance to question a panel of professional experts about pitching your work to the industry in The Pitch, chaired by Saint John Walker, Head of Development at Skillset. The panel includes Wendy Bevan-Mogg, Talent Development Manager for Creative England, Simon Bor, Honeycomb Animation, Marion Edwards, VP of Current Programming at HiT Entertainment and other developers and producers from UK Games and VFX companies.

Devon-based concept designers, Brian and Wendy Froud will be hosting a Q & A after an evening performance of their seminal fantasy film The Dark Crystal and Wendy will be demonstrating a sculpting masterclass the following day.  We are also excited to announce that a surprise guest from Aardman Animations will be visiting the festival with excerpts from their hilarious new feature film, The Pirates!  In an Adventure with Scientists. 
Animated film-lovers will have the chance to decide the winners in three categories of the British Animation Awards in the Public Choice Screenings, which offers the audience an astonishing array of stop frame, CGI and 2D animation. Shown in three programmes during the weekend, the audience will be asked to pick their preferred choice in each category. Held every two years, the BAAs are the most prestigious awards in animation and the only ones to celebrate and recognise British animation talent across all mediums, with past winners including Nick Park, Tim Burton and David Shrigley.  Local and national talent is also celebrated in the Animated Exeter competitions, covering animation from schools to graduates and individuals of all ages.

Exeter Cathedral once again provides the stunning backdrop for Animated Exeter’s 2012 projection, with film-trick luminaries, Forkbeard Fantasy providing an amazing animated sequence that the audience will be able to follow around the buildings in the Cathedrals’ Yard and Close in the evenings of 16th, 17th and 18th February. Last year’s Isca Obscura by Tundra* drew an audience of around 6,400 over the 3 nights.

Keep up to date with Animated Exeter on our lively Facebook page, join @animatedexeter on twitter and, coming shortly, our brand new Mobile App, produced by Rokk Media in Exeter, go to our website, animatedexeter.co.uk for news.
“ Animation used to be exclusively available only to artists with funds to spare. The improvements in computer and software design in this digital age has meant that everyone can have a go, and they don’t need artistic or technical skills, just enthusiasm.” Susannah Shaw – Festival Director.
The festival takes place from 11-19 February. The free full colour guide is available from tourist venues, libraries, cinemas and galleries. The guide gives precise times for each venue. Further information is available from www.animatedexeter.co.uk
Facebook: http://tiny.cc/1975o   Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/animatedexeter 

Tickets available from Exeter Phoenix Tel:01392 667080 or boxoffice@exeterphoenix.org.uk
ENDS
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Animated Exeter is a private company, incorporated in 2010, supported by Exeter City Council, The British Film Institute and Arts Council England. The festival works in partnership with Exeter Phoenix, Exeter Picturehouse, Spacex, Thelma Hulbert Gallery, Exeter Central Library, The Plough Arts Centre Great Torrington, Vue (Exeter), the Bike Shed Theatre and the Harry Hems Centre as well as generous business and volunteer support.

Forkbeard Fantasy contact: Deborah Harrison or Janice May ff@forkbeardfantasy.co.uk
